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Introduction 

Refugees and migrants are still in a highly vulnerable position in our society. Not only do they 

have to bear the hardships of leaving their homeland, but they often have to overcome the 

aggravating factors they encounter along the way. The long distances that refugees are forced 

to travel takes a toll on their well-being physically and mentally. Dealing with exhaustion, hunger 

and untreated injuries; thousands of people’s health is at risk. Proper care should be accessible 

for all, nonetheless it is still repeatedly restricted, leaving migrants in a helpless position. 

Society is still not properly adjusted to be able to assist and efficiently help the people in need 

entering their country due to the lack of financial and economic resources. Furthermore, the 

aspiration to ameliorate the standards of living is frequently diminished by institutional 

discrimination, language and culture barriers. This issue still lacks the attention it deserves, 

since the refugee crisis did not show any signs of improvement in previous years and it is only 

expected to deteriorate due to growing poverty, lack of security, global and local conflicts and 

expanding environmental degradation. With focusing on this pressing matter not only would the 

status of the refugees improve, but the position of receiving countries could advance too. 
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Definition of Key Terms  

Refugee -  someone who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a 

well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 

membership of a particular social group or political opinion. 

Asylum- a form of protection given to someone who left their home country as a refugee. 

UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Purpose-built student accommodation (PBSA) - Housing built for students by private 

developers. They usually consist of many rooms with shared living areas. 

 

Sustainable Development Goals- is a collection of global goals first presented in 2015 which 

meant to help us achieve a better future for all. The 2023 Agenda sets out a 15-year 

plan of action in order to achieve this goal. 

 

Article 13 - The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 asserts that “Everyone has the 

right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country.” 

 

PHM - Health and Migration program established by WHO to provide healthcare for refugees. 

 

1951 Refugee Convention - the legal document which outlines the definition of refugee and the 

rights of refugees with the legal obligations of States to protect them. 

 

General Overview 

While the issue of the situation of refugees seems to be recognized by more and more nations, 

there has not been a significant joint action for the cause which could provide the first steps for 

further development. The contribution of international organizations (such as WHO, UNHCR, 

ICRC) is yet to be supported sufficiently by the masses and due to the harsh discrimination – 

for example xenophobia, – refugees have to face, even the limited amount of help available is 

denied from them. These people in need of help are still often looked at as a group whose goal 

is to cause harm to the new habitat they arrive in by depriving the locals from their position in 

a qualitative environment. 

While this assumption could not be further from the truth, the obstructive connotations 

surrounding the topic still limit the willingness of people to act.  The lack of educational 

dissemination of information about the issue only fuels this unwillingness. In addition, it is not 

a rare occurrence that migrants and refugees become an object of political parties. They are 
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viewed as a threat to the country, instead of recognizing them for what they really are – people 

in need of aid. The locals have to overcome their fears of the unknown, the prejudice they hold 

against the newcomers and finally realize that the possible complications they worried about 

can be simply avoidable by assisting the process and recognizing the inducement behind the 

cause. Unfortunately, this realization is yet to be understood collectively, prolonging the 

presence of the refugee crisis. 

In the last 10 years the global refugee crisis has doubled in scope. In 2022 the UNHCR 

announced that more than 1.2% of the population have been forced to leave their homes, 

meaning we surpassed the 100 million mark for total displacement. The outbreak of the COVID-

19 pandemic was especially challenging for refugees since they were not able to practice the 

preventative safety precautions (such as social distancing, attentive care for hygiene, self-

isolation), increasing the risk of infection. While the epidemic brought attention to the existing 

limitations of accessing health services, the refugees also suffered the negative economic 

consequences of travel restrictions and lockdown. [2] 

Although the inconveniences the pandemic left behind are slowly resolving, the situation of 

refugees is still challenged by new obstacles. The latest surge of violence in Ukraine took away 

the security of millions forcing them to leave in the hopes of a safe home.  The war resulted in 

more than 8 million Ukrainian refugees seeking protection from which only 4.8 million are 

currently registered for temporary protection. It is despondent that beside the Ukrainian refugee 

crisis, many concerning catastrophes stay unresolved generating issues which trigger migration. 

  

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/06/unhcr-how-many-refugees/
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Major Parties Involved 

United States of America: The USA has been well-known for its tradition to offer refuge to 

those fleeing from their country of origin. Unfortunately, the Trump Administration slashed 

refugee arrivals to the lowest level, but it is promising that President Biden has signed the 

Presidential Determination to welcome 125,000 refugees over the next year. The refugees 

are resettled in forty-nine US states where they receive help by the local governments and 

other organizations. 

United Kingdom: It is estimated that around 135,000 refugees live in the United Kingdom but 

in the last year the crises in Afghanistan and Ukraine caused a spike in new asylum-

seekers and over 70,000 applied for asylum. To claim asylum in the UK a person needs to 

be psychically in the country, therefore those who do not have visa-free travel to the UK 

have to enter on small boats or with false documents. This criterion puts refugees in a 

highly dangerous situation since the given conditions expose refugees to numerous 

dangers, which could be easily avoided otherwise. 

China: In previous years China expanded its efforts to assist refugees overseas and to take part 

in humanitarian actions. One of China’s main issues is displacement due to natural 

disasters in the country, since these natural disasters often occur in big cities. The country 

receives refugees predominantly from Somalia, Syria and Afghanistan. Because of the 

absence of domestic asylum laws in China, organizations like UNHCR China focuses on 

bringing awareness and mobilizing support on a global level in order to protect the people 

who were forced to flee. 

France: France receives refugees mostly from the Ivory Coast, Afghanistan and Bangladesh, 

and while the legal right to seek asylum is provided, the assimilation of the refugees still 

creates tension. They often live in challenged areas of the city, separated in poverty 

where violence and the use of illegal substances are an everyday occurrence. Public 

authorities refused to intervene, leaving the community without medical care or police 

assistance. These communities are neglected by the state. 

Russia: The consequences of the war affected the Russian people as well. President Vladimir 

Putin signed a mobilization order, which meant the drafting of ordinary citizens. In addition, 

the President introduced prison sentences up to 15 years for publishing “fake news” about 

any military operation. These events, the sanctions and the fear and objection against the 

cruelty of the war made more than 700,000 Russians flee their country. Fleeing Russians 

are faced with prejudice and administrative issues, since applying for asylum would make 

it impossible for political emigrants to continue their professions like journalists and 
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human rights activists. A major segment of those who fled are well-educated young people 

which means that Russia’s brain drain is worsening. 

Syria: The Syrian refugee crisis was originally caused by the Syrian civil war. The crisis is 

entering its twelfth year and since 2011 5.6 million people have fled the country, with the 

majority seeking refuge in the neighboring countries. The horrible situation of the country 

makes it impossible for a proper healthcare system to function. The dreadful conditions, 

healthcare staff shortage, death, injuries and displacement are an everyday occurrence, 

which makes the country uninhabitable. The major issue is that the crisis has not shown 

any development, therefore the numbers of refugees are not decreasing, but there is no 

sight of any new solutions regarding any aspect of the crisis. 

Germany: During the year of 2021 Germany reported 1.24 million refugees with 233 000 asylum 

seekers making the country the biggest European host country. Half of the refugees arrive 

from Syria, but Germany also hosts 27 000 stateless persons. It is gratifying that Germany 

is a supporter of the international work of UNHRC, and also is the second biggest bilateral 

donor. If a refugee gets accepted for asylum in Germany, they can work as an employee or 

a self-employee without any restrictions, meaning they are provided the same rights as a 

German citizen in the job market. 

Turkey: Turkey continues to host the largest number of refugees worldwide. The country hosts 

over 3.5 million Syrian refugees fleeing from violence. The country’s Temporary Protection 

Regulation grants refugees from Syria access to services including healthcare and 

education, but it is generally required to live in the province they are registered in. The 

permission to travel must be obtained as well. The problem is that in Turkey only European 

people can qualify for refugee status. For others, the protection is limited and it is not 

possible to get secure legal status. 

Hungary: Hungary has a strict immigration policy and does not have an integration programme. 

Refugees who intend to stay long term are under the coordination of the Disaster Relief 

Agency (Katasztrófavédelem) which organizes refugee care. Hungary’s latest responsibility 

regarding refugee care was the assistance of Ukrainian refugees. More than 350,000 

Ukrainian refugees have registered in Hungary where they were provided aid by volunteers. 

They can get a free meal, a free SIM card and a ticket for further transportation to their 

next destination. If they decided to stay they could request accommodation and education. 

Lebanon: Lebanon is one of the biggest host countries for refugees, hosting 1.5 Syrians and 

many others, but the country may have overwhelmed itself since the refugee crisis had 

taken its toll on their economy. Lebanon was already suffering from poverty, but the GDP 
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has dropped by 2.85% annually. Almost half of the Lebanese and most of the 1.5 million 

Syrian refugees are food insecure and a large segment of households need assistance. 

 Colombia: Colombia has received millions of refugees and migrants from Venezuela, due to 

one of the largest forced displacement crises in Latin America. Unfortunately, many 

migrants still suffer from the poor economic conditions, violence and intimidation by 

armed, criminal outlaws. More than 8 million people are registered as victims of forced 

displacement in the country. Like most refugees, they require protection, healthcare, 

education and food assistance. 

Italy: Since the start of 2022 70,225 people have arrived in Italy, since the country is a key donor 

and an active partner around the world in the assistance of refugees and stateless persons. 

In Italy, as an asylum seeker you can legally reside in the country until a definitive decision 

has been made about the application for protection. An Italian nationality can be obtained 

after 5 years as a refugee, or after 10 years if they are a subsidiary protection holder, 

provided that the relevant social integration requirements listed in Italian law are met. 

India: In spite of the increasing inflow of refugees to the country, India lacks specific legislation 

which addresses the issue of refugees. The country is not part of the 1951 UN Refugee 

Convention and its 1967 Protocol, although the UNHCR recognises India as a safe haven 

for asylum seekers. There are approximately 200,000 refugees in the country. 

 

https://data.unhcr.org/ar/dataviz/6
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Timeline of Events 

1891 – The Bureau of Immigration Established 

1905 - Aliens Act 

1917 – The Immigration Act of 1917 

1945 – The United Nations is Established 

1945 – Presidential Directive on Displaced Persons 

1948 – Displaced Person Act of 1948 

1950-1951 – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the 1951 Convention 

Relating to the Status of Refugees 

1967 – The 1967 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Refugee Protocol 

1980 – Refugee Act of 1980 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

UNHCR GLOBAL APPEAL 2018-2019-BUILDING BETTER FUTURES 

UNHCR’s ultimate goal is to find durable solutions which allow refugees to rebuild their lives in safety, 

peace and dignity. The goal can only be reached if the people of concern obtain a durable legal status, 

ensuring protection. This includes the protection of civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights, 

including access to a national service system. These steps not only reduce the dangers migrants and 

refugees are exposed to, but they would also support host communities and address the feeling of 

marginalization and frustration. The key factors which are needed in order to achieve this goal are: 

voluntary reparation, integration in the country of asylum or in a third country via resettlement. 

For example, this plan includes the education of Syrian refugees in the national education system in 

the case of Lebanon. 
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Possible Solutions and Approaches 

The situation of refugees is aggravated by discrimination caused by ignorance and prejudice. 

While already being in a vulnerable position, refugees also have to bear the consequences of 

poor education. It should be prioritized to provide thorough information about the topic so it 

can be fully comprehended. With understanding the source of the problem, the process, 

consequences and the complicated details behind the cause people would not be so fast to 

judge and reject the idea of helping. With efficient dissemination of information and a more 

welcoming mindset could contribute to a much more significant achievement. 

 

Another solution could be to invent creative ways to house students. Building housing 

complexes could take years, but the issue of student housing insecurity becomes more pressing 

with time, this is why it is important to also think of new innovative ideas to solve the problem 

even for a short term. The best example of this is the parking program Long Beach City College 

in the United States has been experimenting with. Even though it can only accommodate 15 

people, it provides a safe place for housing insecure students when their only remaining option 

is to sleep in their cars while also providing nearby restrooms and power outlets. 

 

GLOBAL COLLABORATION 

Since the lack of quality care for refugees has become a global issue, global collaboration is crucial. Even 

though certain regions are more affected than others the refugee crisis has grown to a global issue. It 

not only affects the country of origin but the host country and its neighbors. The levels of impact it has 

on the economy and industry expands the effect through the borders of nations. Since the problem 

concerns several regions and nations, the most efficient way to achieve significant improvement requires 

global collaboration. The funding of a project with this volume and the provision of resources also needs 

the contribution of international organizations. 
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