
KarMUN 2023 Collective Responsibility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ISSUE DESCRIPTION 

S
P

E
C

P
O

L
 



KarMUN 2023 Collective Responsibility 

 

COMMITTEE Special Political and Decolonization Committee 

ISSUE Strengthening Political Stability by Combating the Narcotics Trade 

SUBMITTED BY Szófia Tóth, Anna Miklós, Chairs of Special Political and Decolonization 

Committee 

APPROVED BY Kiara Gábor, President of the General Assembly  

 

Introduction 

Drug trafficking is a global black market devoted to the cultivation, manufacture, distribution 

and sale of substances that are illegal under drug regulations. As international borders became 

more permeable in recent years, drug accessibility and addiction have increased globally. 

 

Organised crime receives a significant part of its wealth from the narcotics trade, which also 

facilitates money laundering and political corruption. Drug trafficking has an impact on all 

member states, threatening political and economical stability as well as destroying people’s 

lives and communities. Studies have shown that the use of illicit substances can inflate crime 

rates, sexual risk behaviour, the experience of violence, mental health and suicide risks. 

Addressing this issue is one of the governments’ top priorities, however, the constantly changing 

methods and the rapid development of online trafficking, along with the growing demand for 

illegal substances and the increasing number of drug cartels make the problem-solving process 

very challenging. 

 

Definition of Key Terms  

UNODC: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

 

NDS:  National Drug Control System 

 

Narcotic: A drug or other substance, especially one sold illegally, that affects mood or behaviour 

and is consumed for non-medical purposes.  

 

Synthetic drugs: Drugs that are created by using man-made chemicals instead of natural 

ingredients. Synthetic drugs include ecstasy, LSD, methamphetamine, spice, bath salts, molly, 

dmt and many more illicit substances. 
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Designer drugs: Designer drugs are developed in order to mimic the pharmacological effects 

of certain substances while avoiding classification as illegal in standard drug tests. In general, 

these drug have relatively similar effects as their “parent” drugs, however, it is not uncommon 

for them to have completely different chemical structures from each other, thus, they can be 

sold and distributed easier. 

 

Recreational drugs: Both legal and illegal drugs that are used without medical supervision. 

Recreational drug use refers to the use of psychoactive drugs (chemical substances that affect 

the nervous system and alter one’s mood, consciousness or behaviour) in order to induce an 

altered state of consciousness.  

 

Legal drugs: Substances that can be bought over-the-counter or with a prescription from a 

medical doctor, however, there might be age restrictions and regulations based on the location 

of use and amount of active ingredients in them. Legal drugs include alcohol, nicotine, caffeine, 

etc. 

 

Drug cartels: An illicit consortium of independent organisations formed to stifle competition 

and regulate the production and distribution of illegal narcotics. These associations have been 

dominating the international drug trade since the 1980s. 

 

Decriminalisation of drugs: The act of removing criminal penalties for the possession and 

personal use of small amounts of drugs. This way the possession and use of drugs remain illegal, 

however, civil or administrative penalties are applied for the charge.  

 

General Overview 

The first legislations regarding the use of narcotics were created by the Qing dynasty in the 18th 

century when the government decided to step up against the growing opium addiction in the 

country. This ban eventually led to two opium wars being fought between China, Great Britain 

and later on France.  

Western countries first started to create prohibitions against opium and other addictive 

substances in the late 19th century. The First International Opium Convention was signed by 12 

countries in 1912, becoming the first international drug control treaty. The main aim of the treaty 

was to control the exportation of illicit substances, the possession and cultivation of drugs such 

as coca plants and opium poppy were not regulated. It went into global force after it was 

included in the Treaty of Versailles and was followed by the Second International Opium 

Convention in 1925 in which a statistical control system was introduced.  
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With the rapid demand for narcotics in the 20th century, the increase of import, export and 

cultivation of drugs showed a significant rise. There seems to be a direct link between drug 

trafficking and violent crimes, as gang and gun violence and murder rates have been 

precipitately growing. Developing countries with weak law enforcement, poor governments and 

poorly performing economies are heavily affected by drug trafficking, which also contributes to 

the majority of crimes being committed, including robberies, shoplifting and burglaries. The 

socioeconomic status of such countries experiences great damage due to strained health care 

and an overburdened justice system.  

 

IMPORTANT DRUG TRAFFICKING ROUTES: 

South America:  

The North American and European market receives a huge part of their annual cocaine 

assortment from South American countries. According to the US authorities, over 80% of the 

cocaine entering the country crosses the US/Mexico borders, with the state of Texas receiving 

the majority of it. Apart from a few European countries where Peru and the Plurinational State 

of Bolivia appear to be the main sources of cocaine, Colombia, despite its measurable decline 

of importance in the late, still dominates the European market.  

 

Asia: 

The traditional Asian drug trafficking routes, including the former opium-producing countries of 

Thailand, Iran and Pakistan, combined with the routes that expanded after the Cold War, in 

order to reach China, Russia and Central Asia provide diversified avenues for illicit substance 

trafficking. Afghanistan, along with the Golden Triangle’s countries, is the main producer of the 

illegal drugs that are primarily smuggled into West and Central Asia, until later distributed in 

Europe, Australia and the United States.  

 

West Africa: 

Colombian and Bolivian cocaine flows through West Africa via coastal countries (Senegal, 

Gambia, Guinea), while the earnings are often laundered in countries such as Nigeria and 

Ghana. These nations’ unstable economic status also plays an important role in continuous drug 

smuggling. 
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Eastern and Southern Africa:  

The path “smack track”, also known as the “southern route” is used to smuggle heroin from 

Afghanistan to Europe and America. As a side effect of this trading route, flourishing heroin use 

and political corruption emerged among intermediary African nations.  

 

DESIGNER DRUGS:  

By altering prominent drugs’ chemical composition, criminals are able to create substances that 

imitate the original drugs’ psychological effects, while the changes in their content make it 

possible for them to sell these with breaking fewer legislations. “Club drugs” is another common 

name for designer drugs, due to the fact that many teenagers and young adults use them at 

clubs, parties and concerts. The main reason for their popularity is most likely that they can be 

created even with minimal knowledge of chemistry, however, they give very similar effects as 

hallucinogens and amphetamines. As a result of new products constantly appearing on the 

market, there is only limited toxicokinetic data available on the effects of certain substances. 

Despite that, it has been proven that the drugs’ powerful dopamine and serotonin release is 

followed by a crash which includes irritability, anxiety and depression. The short-term effects 

can also consist of nausea, muscle cramps and blurred vision, while these drugs have a huge 

impact on the liver, the kidney and the heart, they also increase the potential risk for cancer.  
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NICOTINE: 

Nicotine is one of the most widely used stimulant substances in the world. Its usage traces back 

to ancient times when people smoked tobacco leaves mainly during religious ceremonies. Since 

then, nicotine has become widely popular amongst all generations, especially with the invention 

of e-cigarettes and vapes. All of these products contain nicotine which is an anxiolytic stimulant 

that seems to help with reducing anxiety and stress. The highly addictive substance has 

dreadful effects on people’s health since it causes an increase in blood pressure, promotes 

tumours and damages the DNA. Along with this, smokers are more likely to develop depression 

and experience alcohol problems over time.   

Regulations on the purchase and use of nicotine and tobacco products differ from county to 

country, however, the legal age is typically over 18. Introducing restrictions on ads and packages 

is also a commonly used way of nicotine prevention. 

 

RECREATIONAL DRUGS: 

The 4 most important categories of recreational drugs: 

• analgesics (drugs that help relieve different types of pain, like heroin, morphine, and 

fentanyl) 

• depressants (drugs that induce relaxation and calmness, such as alcohol, nicotine and 

tranquillisers) 

• stimulants (drugs that create a sense of energy, like methamphetamine, ecstasy and 

cocaine) 

• hallucinogens (drugs that induce perceptual distortions, for example, marijuana, LSD and 

magic mushrooms). 

 

PENALTIES: 

Participating in the illicit drug trade, which includes illegally importing, exporting, selling or 

possessing significant amounts of drugs may result in capital punishment for drug trafficking in 

certain nations. The Harm Reduction International’s 2018 March report stated 

That there are 32 jurisdictions worldwide that allow the death penalty for drug offences. At least 

1320 people have been executed between 2015 January and 2017 December for drug-related 

offences without including the estimates of China because “reliable figures continue to be 

unavailable for the country". 

In other nations, punishments for the narcotics trade vary depending on the kinds and amount 

of substances being trafficked and the scale of the defendant’s operation.  
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ONLINE TRAFFICKING: 

In recent years, both individuals and organised crime groups have started to rely more and more 

on the Internet as a new marketplace for trafficking synthetic drugs. There is a growing diversity 

in the different social media, Clearnet and Darknet websites that offer various addictive 

chemicals.  

The Internet is used in the illegal trafficking of two types of substances. Firstly, there are the 

illicit controlled substances (for example heroin, cocaine, marijuana, MDMA), that are illegal 

from procreation to usage in any form. Secondly, there are licitly produced pharmaceutical 

controlled substances (such as oxycodone, hydrocodone and benzodiazepines), that can fall 

into a grey area. Since they can be offered and sold for legal consumption over the Internet 

(under a set rule of circumstances), there are many online websites that allow pharmaceutical 

substances to be sold without any prescription or medical consultation. This allows criminals to 

expand their customer base to wider regions, moreover, with the accelerated improvement of 

anonymising technologies, like encryption, VPNs and proxies, it is now possible for a vendor and 

a buyer to maintain an anonymous relationship. Nonetheless, these technologies also allow 

traffickers to avoid being identified and traced down.  

 

Major Parties Involved 

Afghanistan: Afghanistan is the world’s biggest producer and supplier of opium, the material 

from which heroin can be made. Approximately 90% of opium poppies are grown and harvested 

in the country, therefore the Afghan economy heavily depends on the illicit drug trade. 

 

Bolivia: Producing an estimated amount of 10000 metric tons of cocaine annually, Bolivia is 

believed to be the world’s largest coca leaf and cocaine producer, which is the second most 

used illegal substance after cannabis.  

 

Colombia: For a long time, Colombia was the world’s biggest cocaine producer. Even though 

they are still responsible for a significant amount of cocaine export today, the country’s illegal 

drug production has dropped an enormous amount after 2016, when the government decided to 

eradicate their coca crops by force. The government’s troops sprayed different chemicals over 

the fields in order to destroy the coca leaves, while farmers were offered money to stop growing 

the plants. Eventually, the measures succeeded and Colombia’s cocaine production dropped by 

a significant amount. 
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Brazil: Ever since the 1990s, Brazil had a rapid rise in drug trafficking, which was mainly due to 

the accessible domestic production of cocaine. As of today, the country is the world’s second-

largest cocaine producer after Bolivia. Due to the country’s unprotected shores which 

neighbours Colombia, Bolivia and Peru, Brazil plays an important role in the illicit drug transport 

to Asia, Africa and Europe.  

 

Dominican Republic: Despite being known as a small-scale producer for a long time, due to 

the growing demand for narcotics in recent years, the Dominican Republic has become one of 

the primary cannabis producers in the world. The country’s climate is very optimal for cannabis 

production, from which the so-called “high-potency weed” can be created. This is the main 

ingredient of the “black-market blend” or in other words “spice”, which is the leading cause of 

many health problems. Having shared borders with the USA and several South American 

countries, the Dominican Republic is an important transit point for synthetic drugs and cocaine.  

 

Laos: In the mid-90s Laos was the world’s biggest opium supplier, since the remote border 

areas, lack of communication and the scarcity of resources hindered the government’s actions 

in stepping up against the narcotics trade. With the help of the United States, drug trafficking 

had a tremendous decrease in the early 2000s, however, data shows that opium cultivation 

started increasing again in recent years. Laundering money, mostly in the form of trafficking, 

contributes to the transnational criminal activity that Laos is currently facing. 

 

Mexico: Mexico is one of the most notorious locations for illicit drug trafficking in the world. 

The country is the biggest cannabis and the second biggest meth producer, meaning that 

approximately $19 billion is made by the drug cartels annually. As of today, Mexico is one of the 

most important narcotics exporters, mainly due to the high number of existing drug cartels and 

the loose regulations regarding narcotic cultivation and possession.  

 

Venezuela: Venezuela is one of the main centres of drug smuggling. Sharing borders with 

numerous countries that are heavily involved in narcotics trading, Venezuela has become a 

particularly important route of illicit drug trafficking. 
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Timeline of Events 

1839-1842 - First Opium War 

1856-1860 - Second Opium War 

1912- International Opium Convention signed by 12 countries 

1914 - the Harrison Act banned the non-medical use of opium and cocaine in the U.S.  

1971 - U.S. President Nixon declared a “war on drugs” 

1975 - Medellin Massacre  

2016 - Narcosobrinos incident 

2021 - EMPACT 2022-2025 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

Countless attempts have been made in order to diminish both the international trade and the 

personal use of narcotics, however not many have had very significant impacts yet. 

 

ALCOHOL LEGISLATIONS:   

Nowadays complete ban on the consumption and possession of alcoholic beverages mainly 

occurs in Muslim countries where these actions are considered haram, yet throughout the 20th 

century, other nations have also put similar legislations into action.   

Starting in 1920, a nationwide constitutional law took action in the U.S., prohibiting alcohol 

production, transportation and sale. Led by the protestant party, the main aim of the law was to 

reduce family violence, reduce the number of people battling with alcoholism and put an end to 

political corruption. Nevertheless, as private ownership of alcoholic beverages was allowed in 

some states, criminal gangs took control over beer and liquor supply, and with this organised 

crime rates are said to have increased. 

However, the lack of statistics, research and written evidence caused a slight disagreement 

between people. Some believe that the decreasing infant mortality rate and fewer diagnosed 

liver issues are results of the regulation, while others state that the ban did not have any long-

term effect and only gave a chance for growth in the black market.  

Today most countries allow alcohol consumption, however, there are several laws regarding the 

legal drinking age.  
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DECRIMINALISATION: 

The decriminalisation of illicit substances is what countless people believe would solve the 

occurring narcotic trafficking issues. Decriminalising personal use and possession of drugs 

would allow focusing on the issue more as a health issue rather than a criminal one, meaning 

that treatment and professional help would be given to all those who require it. 

Nevertheless, we must consider the socioeconomic side of the problem as well. It has been 

shown that the increase in the price of illicit substances caused a decrease in consumption, 

however, prohibition increased crime rates and potency. People from developing countries often 

use drug trafficking as a way to escape poverty, although, it is estimated that solely in the U.S. 

10.000 deaths are due to the criminalization of drugs annually. 

 

ACTS ON LEGALISATION: 

Thailand legalised the medical use of marijuana in 2018 and decriminalised cannabis in 2022. 

Portugal was the first European country which abolished all criminal punishments for the 

personal use of drugs in 2001. Research has shown that 5 years after the act took place the 

number of heroin-related deaths dropped by half among the number of HIV-infected drug users 

and teenagers using illegal substances.  
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Personal consumption and possession – up to a certain amount –  of illegal drugs is 

decriminalised in Costa Rica and Mexico.  

In Uruguay, possession of drugs for personal use was never criminalised and the production, 

distribution and sale of marijuana became legal in 2013.  

In the United States, in 2012, possession of small amounts of marijuana was legalised in 

Colorado and Washington state, which was followed by California Proposition 64, which was 

passed in 2016, legalising the recreational use of marijuana for those older than 21. In 2020 the 

possession of all drugs was decriminalised in Oregon, while New York legalised adult-use 

cannabis in 2021. 

 

THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT (CSA):  

The CSA is the federal U.S. drug policy which regulates the production, possession and 

distribution of certain narcotics, stimulants, depressants, hallucinogens, anabolic steroids and 

other chemicals. All substances that were previously regulated under other federal laws have 

been sorted into one of five schedules, based on their medical use, the potential for abuse and 

dependence liability.  

• Schedule I: Schedule I drugs have a high potential for abuse and do not have any 

accepted medical use in the U.S., such as LSD, heroin, ecstasy, peyote and cannabis. 

Even though the DEA still considers marijuana a Schedule I drug, some U.S. states, 

including California, have legalised it for personal, recreational or medical use. 

• Schedule II: This category contains drugs with high potential for abuse that has accepted 

medical use such as oxycodone, fentanyl, opium, cocaine, morphine and codeine. Abuse 

of these substances can lead to severe addictions, therefore strict restrictions on their 

use have been made.  

• Schedule III: This category contains drugs that have less potential for abuse than the 

previous two, however moderate physical and high psychological dependence can still 

arise in some cases. These substances, like anabolic steroids and ketamine, are accepted 

for medical use. 

• Schedule IV: These drugs have a relatively low potential for abuse and are currently 

accepted to use in medical treatments. A few examples are Xanax, ativan and klonopin. 

• Schedule V: These drugs are generally prescribed medications that have a low risk for 

users to develop a substance use disorder. 
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EMPACT (EUROPEAN MULTIDISCIPLINARY PLATFORM AGAINST CRIMINAL THREATS) 

2022-25:  

Based on Europol’s report, the EU prioritises fighting against organised crimes during the next 

policy cycle. They aim to fight high-risk criminal networks and drug trafficking by combining the 

Member States’ efforts in order to achieve effective execution. 

 

Possible Solutions and Approaches 

The issue of narcotics distribution and use can be approached in several different ways. Some 

believe that the legalisation or decriminalisation of drugs is the ultimate solution, while others 

want to focus on regulating the cultivation and distribution of said substances. 

Aside from preventing drug trafficking, putting a stop to addictions is another crucial thing the 

UN focuses on. Bringing awareness to the effects of drug abuse is encouraged in numerous 

countries and is currently happening in many different forms. For example, several organisations 

focus on educating children about the dangerous effects of drugs by having presentations at 

school and creating websites that talk about these issues. Besides these actions, establishing 

healthcare institutions which help in the recovery of addicts is also considered a main priority, 

since it is essential to ensure that former drug abusers receive both mental and physical support 

in order to lower the rate of relapsing addicts and overdosing. 
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